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CLASS6A CENTENNIAL 24, ROSEMOUNT O
Cougars finally reach
semis after 39 years

By HEATHER RULE
Specialto the Star Tribune

A year ago, the Centen-
nial football team met in the
end zone at Stillwater High
Sehool’s stadium following
their Class 6A state quarterfi-
nal loss to Rosemount.

“We told our kid:
year, we're taking the step,
Centennial coach Mike Dig-
gins said. “‘We're going to
‘mave on in state this year.

“And that's what our goal
was and our theme was all

That step was advancing to
the state semifinals. The Cou-
gars, ranked No. 4in Class 6A,
took that leap with a 24-0 vic-
tory over the Irish on Thurs-
day.

g

, Sume opponent, same sta-

enth time this season, passing
l ZOUWN‘ for the season. His

th rushing touchdown of the
senscnm:lde ita 24-0 game in
the fourth quarter.

Centennial started with
a nine-play, 75-yard opening
drivefora7-0lead Comingout
of the halftime break up 10-0,
nggmssaldﬁegmep]anwas
tokeep running
it wasni't Harper senior quar
terback Daylen Cummings,
Ty Burgoon or Marcus Whit-
ing took turns carrying the
football.

The Cougars strongly set
the tone in the second half,
coming out withal5-play drive
for 65 yards that took 8:42 off
the clock and ended with a
Cummings 5-yard touchdown
runand a 17-0 lead.

“When they're ahead on

Tm victory sends Centen-
nial (10-1) 1o the state semi-
finals for the first time in 39
years, since it finished as the
Class 1A runner-up in 1984.
“Our dream of going to
the Bank has finally come,”

the chains, they're really good
at what they do,” Rosemount
coach Jeff Exdmann said. “And
if you can't get them into a
third-and-6 and that type of
thing, it makes it hard”
Rosemount (6-5), last year's
Class 6A runner-up, managed

rerick

“But we're not done yet.
Wevestill got two more.”

Harper ran for more than
100 yardsinagame for the sev-

y
half before running only eight
offensive plays in the second
half with a three-and-out, an
interception and two fumbles
halting drives.
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Stillwater in the Class 64

Hornets surge past Ponies

By JIMPAULSEN
james. paulsen@startribune.com

1t didn't matter to Edina
coach Jason Pots, nor his
players, that they gave up a
touchdown toStillwater
in their Class 6A quarterfinal
ursday at Park Center.
TheHornets had played at
ahighlevel duringtheir win-
ning streak. There was a lot

. s : | ofgametogo. Nothing would
Wi Infinal mnute | &t ko
single touchdown.
They responded with a
By RON HAGGSTROM a 28-yard S5
@startsi at caught one- cutting the deficit to a Sin!]e

handed. Senior running back

second victories.

Junior wide receiver Grant
Tylutki tock an inside handoff’
and scored on a -yard run on
a third-down-and-2 play with
446 seconds remaining as No.
3-ranked Rocori overcame a
M-point deficit to edge No. 5

Adam Glyan, who rushed for
over 200 yards,addeda 53 yard
touchdown run. Junior quar-
terbac

point. The Hornets kept add-
ing points — 35 total before
halftime — and came away

witha49-21 vietory andaberth
in the state semifinals next
weck at U.S. Bank Stadium.

“We just worry about
ourselves,” Potts said. “We
say all the time: reach your
highest potential. We don’t
make excuses, we don't talk
about the weather, we don't
doall that stuff. We just want
toplay our best game. Weput

focus on us.”
ngs nearly got worse
for the Hornets (8-3), who
won their seventh straight
game, before they got mark-
edly better.

After Stillwater (8-3)
scored, the Ponies tried an
onside kick that, originally,
looked successful. But the

officials, after a brief hud-
dle, ruled that Stillwater had
touched the ball b:l’nrc it

end Kade Chrysler blocked a
first-half punt and recovered
it the nd zone o cushion

ead.

and awarded Fd.mnthaha.ll:ll
midfield.

The Hornets scored in
about every way possible.
Quarterback Mason West
threw two touchdown passes
to Sonny Villegas before
halftime, and threw four TD
passes total. Running back
John Warpinski stacked
another big game on top of

‘hat

“T just saw an open Jane
and I took it,” Chrysler said
of his game-changing block.
“Nothing special. T saw a gap
wide enough for me to slip
through and there was noth-
ing but the punter right in
front of me.”

Potts said the key to Edi-
na's winning streak has been
believinginitsel after an early
three- i

viously, rushing for 254 yards
and rwvluwchduwns.

“It's all about our resil-
mm:c"heszid "We lost some

Edinagotagift s from
Stillwater, courtesy of abad
snap. And senior defensive

lesson lhnlwcdm ‘tlet those
things bother us.”

one touchdown and passed for
another [theI’ioneexs.

ch 38, Benilde-
st Mlxpzﬂ'll'nTylerMmkE
set the tone early, breaking

CLASS 4A HUTCHINSON 44. TOTINO-GRACE 12

Hutchinson, Thode romp over Totino-Grace

Orono28-27onThursdayinthe loose for an 82-yard touch-
Class 4A football state tourna-  down run on the game's first ‘
ment quarterfinals at Elk River plny Imm scnmmagc as the By DAVID La VAQUE
High School. No.
Oronojumior CharlieGordes  Red Knights (57). He added a
scored on a kyard quarterback  14-yard scoring runlater inthe A generous number of the
sneak with 4 minutes, 34 sec-  first | i football faithful
ummmaxmng,bmkmganm wishbone attack produced gave Thursday's Class 4A
tie. five rushing 3 state quarterfi-
running back nal game at Lakeville Southa
conversion pass failed. dees Sean Washington rushed for pro-Tigers vibe.
was sacked on the game's final  two touchdowns, and senior The visitors were right at

play from the Rocori (9-2)
47-yard line.

Tylutki caught a 26-yard
touchdown pass from senior
quarterback Will Steil and ran
for the conversion earlierin the

quarterback Nirvaan Yogara-
jah found classmate Jayden
Daisy with two

home watching their boys
roll to.a 4412 victory against

passes for the Red Knights,

Class2A
42, Osakis 36!

Inother quarteriinals:

Class 4A

Byron 31, Hill-Murray 28:
Senior quarterback Kale Rob-
imsonan for two touchdowns
and threw for one as the No.
9 Bears (10-1) outlasted the

Junior running back Gannon
Bolgreanand sophomore run-
ning back Cameron Halverson
eachranfortouchdowns as the
No. I-ranked and defending
state champion Trojans (12-
0) outscored the No. 8 Silver-
streaks (9-2). Senior quarter-

back Nathan Thode ran for
three Tigers touchdowns in
the first half (four overall) to
set the romp in motion.

No. 2 Hutchinson (9-2),
victorious 20-3 on Sept. 15 at

‘BRENNAN SCHACKTNER « Special o the Star Tribune

7-4), advan
to the semifinal at 430 p.m.
Now.17 at US. Bank Stadium.

“Our town is amazing”
senior offensive lineman
Anton Kadlec said. “Every-

fourTDs on Thursday in a 44-12

Hutchinson football coach,
zeroed the focus of the Tigers.
1L

Nathan Thode's

Totine-Grace would
agree. With Kadlec, a third-
year varsity player, blowing
open hles, Thode punctu-
ated long drives with some
breakaway runs to keep
Hutchinson in control.

Junior running back Mar-
quel Keten cut the Totino-
Grace deficit to 14-6 in the
second quarter with his
31yard touchdown dash on
fourth down. Keten heated
up, but Thode and the Tigers
offense never cooled down.

Hutchinson scored at
least 30 points for the sixth
consecutive game. Its lead
ballooned to 44-6 to trig-
ger running time — which

assistant coach. “He's big, he's
smart, he plays basketball, he
But

sent their
happy because they got a
head start on the 70-mile
i

“All the teans I've played

No. 10 Pioneers (8-3). Robin-  back Kyle Mages threw three where you go, everyone has 6-3and 310 pounds ofhim.  they'd ke him to be 6-foot5.  on. have been really good,”
son scored on runs of 3 and  touchdown passes and senior an Hon their car™ “Weve had twoguysinthe — And it just bugs me bemme Kadlec said. “But this team
8 yards and hit junior tight running back Gaven Cimbura After the game, Grady NFL,and he'sjustasgoodas he just d every- havealk -
end Trey Gostomczik with rushed for two for Osakis | Rostberg, legendary former  them,” said Rostberg, still an  body.” ers”
THE PICKS
By DAVID La VAQUE and |IM PAULSEN Class 6A
Star Tribune staff writers
Lakeville North (3-1) vs. Eden Prairie (10-0), East Ridge (4-6) vs. Lakeville South (9-1),
hall 1d he at Spring Lake Park, 7 p.m. at 5t. Michael-Al
Th has pl final | %

eight teams in every class, and every game is for a
spot at US. Bank Stadium, where semifinals and
championship games are played.

David La Vaque and Jim Paulsen make an annual
competition of predicting winners of games of
interest and importance, and they found two more
on Friday's schedule, a pair of Class 6A quarterfi-
nals that will fill out the semifinal bracket. Their

picks and their analysis:

p ym,usd.ip

bertville, 7 p.m.
l'hnuy!:anaper il ek ks I plecnct ke Tt Bt
Rid, of the season,

‘Eagles haven't won amleslMeZDl? but Mike Grant s sll!] the

atAnoka and at Minnetonka. Raptors quarterback Tonner
to

eoachand he hasn't’

pos Zolnosky hat

on Tl

be

u year:
ity backs and

Lakeville North

sln].!poamuns and hasbigboys up fron. oo But e Praie il

in. But Lakeville

South s ust too taleted and well-coached toletEast Ridge pull
off another shocker. The Cougars may give up a point or 20, but
the they will counter with plenty of playmakers. The pick: Lake-
ville South 38, Bast Ridge 21

Lakeville North 21 ‘This time of really talented or
rat hw on aroll. East Ridge seems to embody the latter. Lakeville South
‘have been able i canbuildalead and keep alead. Anﬂ]\mwnumum back Con-
th nor Cade supp! Fum
The Panthere’ ab\mym stay physical andnppcnummcccutd be No. 28:just like Carson Hansen, South's big: playgnyme past
enough The pick: Eden Prairie 21, Lakevill 14 few seasons The pick: Lakeville South 31, East Ridge 17
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