SPECIAL I1S5UE: BOYS STATE HIGH SCHOOL TOURNAMENT

BROADCASTING ICON:

SWEET LOU

dim Fricknen {beft) mad
Lias Harme | the: Booth
& Lhi WlaLs lou mamen,
aplace Banne has been
wvery March far s past
wpean,
N A5TH

LOWMAKNE CALLS IT A CAREER AFTER 60 YEARS OF BROADCASTING THE STATE TOURNAMENT

Ey Beather Rule
‘9 " ot much can compars
to a full Xcel Energy

Canter for samifinal
Friday, with 18,000-plus fans settled
In for high school hockey on a Friday
night. Lou Marne tells people about it, and
e said they can't beliewve i,
“But that's the treasure of Minnesota,”
Nanne said.

Another treasure of Minresotal Lou Manne,

vl thiss March is st 1o call his fnal boys
high schonl hockey tournament tebevision

braadeast after G0 years. Say it aln'T so, Sweet
L from the Soa.

Loty years s the perfect number to hang
up his headset, said Manne, a natiee af Sault
Ste. Marie, Gntara and Minnesata hociey
legend

Tve done it for all those years, and | just
thaugit that Fee enjoyed it | still e it, F'm
il excited about it, but that's the way vou'd
like toy leave it,” Hanne said. “You don't want
to stay when you don't want to be there, And
wod dart't want i stay there when they don't
vl you to be thens

WS jusst time b make achange”

Manme said he feels gogd abgaut the tming
of stepping away From the miciaphenes, He
ok his Rire thinking abut the dedson,
o, Mearly & year, In fack, going back ta
the quarterfinads of last year's townament
[riving homea from the asena as time tickad
toewvard midnight, weth snow falling, Mannie's
car connecked with what ba called a sinkhale;
*It weas bégger than a pothole® He ended up
drwing altaut 12 miles on a flat fire. That's
whit first got him thinking it might be time ta
siep away from the tourmament.

Manne's been the cansistent woioe in
the booth for decades, and he's worked
with mary play-by-play partrsers ower the
years, includirng Framk Boyle, Wally Shaver,
Chris Cuthbert and Sm Erickson. This vesr
i# Erickson’s 10th teurnament workirmg with
Manne. B 8 working relationship that was &
brigy theill far Erickian, thaugh alio “samewhat
irtimiclating.” said Erickson, wiho gréw up
vealchirg the ourmaments

Manne alsn worked with Mark Rasen, Doug
Worg, Herb Brooks, Tam Hanneman ard
Radoh John Fritz, among cthers, when the
rodirnament was on WOCD in the 15605,

GETTING STARTED

Aler he graduated from the University of
Iiinriesota, Mannes broadiasting started wilh
high school hoackey garmes on the radic belore
thea local chamned 11, WTCK, station calked hiim
that wirier to braadcast scens high schoal
games a5 a calor analyst,

The rest is hastary

Early o, Manne did mterylaws. analysis and

Irftermission coverage. He even ised a wireless
mic, new technolagy, to Interiew with the
£ambani driver at the 52, Fad Civic Cantar,
Ha didn't dare taks the elevaior at the arena,
sa he went up and down the stairs “about 52
timezs at the Cavic Centesr” bo complete all the
CoWTTage.

1 didl ewerything that they do now escept
braadcast the game,” Manne said. "5, o the
stuff you see done on the desk, all the stuffin

Betwesn pericds, | completely filled all that
time.”

In msne rece it years, Manre settled mke
hiis role as the coler aratyst. Each tourmament
is differant with different teams, and Nanme
aways does his homewors. The television
stats crow provides line charts for the
broadcasters, but Manno maloes his own,
acoording to Encksan, adding that Nanne uses
manilla fobders, writing davwn the lines ta help
him prepare.

LOU 15 THERE TO TEACH US'

Wi undil about thres years aqo, he watthed
a ot ot high schood games throughout the
seasan ko get a foel for teams and players. He
alzo prepargs with a ot of reading oo teams,
plus chats with coaches.

“He knew the teams, he knew the players,
hie kreew thie stremgths and weaknessos,®
Rosen said. *He'd have it down. it doesn't
happen by 2ccident when you're that good at
what you do for so many years.

*| think bt racde it really sasy for Lhe fans ar
just the casual hodkey Fans wiho are just luning
irile Lhe tournament Uhal everybody wanbsd
Towatch all the time and expecied Louis 10 be
that guiding light of mlarmation.”

He would also never Criticiee a player Tor
lack of atility: he krgv the magritude of the
rmorieril far the igh sChoo! kids, Rosen said.
Ericksam thnks Mamne realizes that the state
hoschey tournament might be the most hockey
some viewers watch all year,

"Hie peis things that other peophe don't
o0, Ericksan said. “and he's abile to also
analyze a play and describe it 50 peaple can
understand if, doesn't use a lot of technical
Jammoen,”

Mannes always tried 1o gt better at his
craft in the baoth, giving the viewers what
they wanted. One thing he doesn't do i get
too technical and dive deep into statistics.

He doesn't want ta use terminslogy that a
hockey coach might use with his hockey team.
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